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Abstract

In this paper, we develop a model of integer linear programming that

can be used in detection of the maximum of students’ mathematical
learning outcomes. The model is tested by using test result data from

997 participants, which show that the model could be used to solve the

problem of learning outcomes in education.

1. Introduction

In accordance with the development of science, a problem can be

modeled mathematically called the mathematical model of the problem.

Mathematical modeling is a step taken to obtain solution of the problem

by utilizing the tools of mathematics through real world context. A

mathematical model is a description of the conditions presented by a real
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world problem. It consists of the purpose function and some constraints in

the form of a linear or nonlinear function. Mathematical models that have

objective functions and constraints linear are called linear programming

(LP) [1, 2]. Integer linear programming (ILP) is a linear programming model

with one additional restriction that all variable values must be integers.

Some ILP applications have been used which were successful in solving

optimization problems in various sectors including education, such as the

allocation of student majors [3], scheduling problems [4-6], marking the

location of mathematics test material [7], examination timetabling [8], and

mapping students’ cognitive capability [9].

The cognitive aspect of learning outcomes is the ultimate goal in

educational activities to be used as a measuring tool in several objectives for

instance, to know the quality of education [10], the quality and achievement

of knowledge, skills and attitudes [11], the quality of learning outcomes and

teachers [12, 13], and an overview of student learning outcomes [14], the

results and success rates of learning [15, 16].

In general, the cognitive aspects of learning outcomes are measured

based on six aspects, namely knowledge, comprehension, application,

analysis, synthesis, and evaluation for each topic of teaching material on

educational unit. The number of material topics, cognitive aspects, the

number of students and the extent of the area being tested will make a

problem of determining the material that has been achieved and thoroughly

completed. Therefore, it needs a tool to overcome the problem. This paper

aims to develop a model of ILP that can be used in detection of the

maximum of students’ mathematical learning outcomes.

2. Integer Linear Programming

ILP model is an extension of the LP model with one additional

restriction that is all variables are integer valued. The ILP model can be

expressed as follows:
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Maximum   xcxF T (1)

Constraint bAx  (2)

ux 1 (3)

ix integer, ,JJj 

where A is a matrix of order ,nm  c is a vector of order ,1n Tc is the

transpose of c, and  ....,,2,1 nJ 

The basic approaches to solve the problems of ILP are the branch-and-

bound methods [17-19], and cutting plane [20]. Another approach is the

integrating process [21, 22], and the use of software [23]. Intgerizing process

at a component of the optimal basic feasible vector   ,kBx to linear

programming can be written as

        .11 mnxmxxx NNknjNkjNkkkB   (4)

If  kBx is an integer variable and we assume that k is not an integer,

then the partitioning of k into the integer and fractional components is

given

  .10,  kkkk ff (5)

Increase  kBx to its nearest integer,   .1k Based on the idea of

suboptimal solutions, we may elevate a particular nonbasic variable, say

  ,jNx above its bound of zero, provided ,kj
 as one of the elements of

the vector , j
is negative. Let  j

be an amount of movement of the non-

variable   ,jNx such that the numerical value of scalar  kBx is an integer.

Referring to equation (4),  j
can then be expressed as
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k
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while the remaining nonbasics stay at zero. It can be seen that after

substituting (5) into (6) for   jNx and taking into account the partitioning

of ,k we obtain

    .1 kkBx (7)

Thus,  kBx is now an integer.

3. Learning Outcomes

Learning outcomes are the ultimate goal in each lesson. Learning

outcomes are expressions of the purpose of education which is a statement of

what is expected to be known and understood by learners after completing a

period of study [24]. Watson [25] defines that learning outcomes are the

changes in people as a result of learning experience [26]. Learning outcomes

can encapsulate a wide range of knowledge, skills and behaviours [27-29].

In general, the size and level of ability of student learning outcomes

are based on the cognitive domain of Bloom’s taxonomy developed by

educational psychologist Bloom [30], namely knowledge, comprehensive,

application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation [31]. The result of cognitive

learning is acquired through the activity of knowing, understanding,

applying, analyzing and evaluating [32]. In general, the measure of the

learning outcomes of education in Indonesia is stated by completeness of

study, that is the percentages achievement of competence with the maximum

of 100 as the ideal thoroughness. Based on the national agency of

educational standards [33] that the criteria for learning completeness ranged

from 0-100% and thoroughness for each indicator of at least 75%. Target of

thoroughness is expected to reach at least 75% nationally [34].

4. The Mathematical Model

The measurement of cognitive aspects of learning outcomes refers to

Bloom’s taxonomy, i.e., knowledge (C1), comprehensive (C2), application
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(C3), analysis (C4), synthesis (C5) and evaluation (C6). The number of

items tested depends on the evaluation objectives, materials and aspects to

be achieved in an evaluation activity conducted at the school. Creating a

mathematical model of learning outcomes problem is done in two stages.

First, create variables and parameters as symbols for the components to

be used. Second, create objective function, that is to determine students’
mathematics learning outcomes of the maximum number of items that have

been mastered by students and make some constraints from problems that

can maximize objective function. Form of data based on the test results for

the measurement of learning outcomes can be expressed as in the form of

Table 1 below.

Table 1. The preliminary data form test results

Aspect

Topics C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 

1 11c 12c 13c 14c 15c 16c 1p

2 21c 22c 23c 24c 25c 26c 2p

3 31c 32c 33c 34c 35c 36c 3p

       

m 1mc 2mc 3mc 4mc 5mc 6mc mp

 1r 2r 3r 4r 5r 6r

where jC ’s are cognitive aspects to ,j ,6...,,1j ijc is the number of

students who correctly answer on each topic to ,i mi ...,,1 on aspect

,jC ip is the number of students who correctly answer topic to i  for all

,jC  and jr is the number of students who correctly answer topic to i  on

each .jC

Based on the data in Table 1, is then formed the variables and

parameters needed in the modeling process for problem solving.
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Set:

Variable:

:iX variable items to ,i

:ijX variable items to i  iX on cognitive to j  .jC

Parameter:

:ip a number of students who answer correctly iX for all ,jC

:iq the maximum number if all students answer correctly iX for all

,jC

:jr a number of students who answer correctly iX on each ,jC

:js the maximum number if all students answer correctly iX on each

,jC

:ijS a number of students who answer correctly on each iX for all ,jC

:ijT the maximum number of students who answer correctly on each

iX for all .jC

Having established the required variables and parameters so the initial

data table test results can be expressed in Table 2 below:

Table 2. Preparation of modeling

Aspect

Topics Variable C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 

1 1X 1111Xc 1212 Xc 1313Xc 1414 Xc 1515Xc 1616 Xc 1p

2 2X 2121Xc 2222 Xc 2323Xc 2424 Xc 2525Xc 2626 Xc 2p

3 3X 3131Xc 3232 Xc 3333Xc 3434 Xc 3535Xc 3636 Xc 3p

        

m mX 11 mm Xc 22 mm Xc 33 mm Xc 44 mm Xc 55 mm Xc 66 mm Xc mp

 1r 2r 3r 4r 5r 6r
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Furthermore, to solve the problem of learning outcomes, the

mathematical model can be expressed as follows.

The objective function is to know learning outcomes of mathematics

students about the maximum number of items mastered by them. The

objective function can be given by


 


m

i j
ijXMaxZ

1

6

1

. (8)

Some constraints of problems can maximize the objective function.

The constraints on the number of all ,iX and the number of iX for each

jC are expressed as follows:

,
1

6

1

 


m

i j
ij MX (9)

,...,,1,6
6

1




j

ij miX (10)





m

i
ij jmX

1

.6...,,1, (11)

The constraints on the number of students who answer correctly all iX

and each jC are stated below:

,...,,1,6
6

1




j

iijij miXS (12)





m

i
jijij jrXS

1

.6...,,1, (13)

The constraints on the number of students who answer correctly every

iX and the maximum of all students answering correctly each jC  are
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described as follows:

,...,,1,
6

1




j

iijij mjqXS (14)





m

i
iijij jsXT

1

.6...,,1, (15)

For the constraints to the variable difference of students who answer

correctly but not each iX and all domains s,’jC the capability aspect is

stated as follows:

  ,...,,1,
6

1




j

iijijij mipXXS (16)

 



m

i
jijijij jrXXS

1

.6...,,1, (17)

The constraints for the difference of maximum amount if all the students

answer correctly and the number of students who answer correctly all iX

jC can be expressed as follows:

  ,...,,1,
6

1




j

iijijijij mipXSXT (18)

 



m

i
jijijijij jrXSXT

1

.6...,,1, (19)

The constraints or the difference of maximum if all students answer

correctly iX with the number of students based on test results for each

domain jC can be stated as follows:
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  ,...,,1,
6

1




j

ijijijijij miTXSXT (20)

 



m

i
jijijijij jsXSXT

1

.6...,,1, (21)

The constraints for the difference of maximum if all students answer

correctly iX with the number of students who answer correctly the results of

tests for each domain jC can be stated as follows:

  ,...,,1,
3

1




j

iiijijijij mipqXSXT (22)

  ,6...,,1,
1




m

i
jjijijijij jrsXSXT (23)

where ijX is an integer.

5. Test Data

Data learning outcomes with participants of 997 students are from 8

schools grade 12 public and private high school. Data collection technique

is conducted by using 48 items to the students as a sample. The used

instrument is an objective test taken from document of mathematics national

examination. The selection of test items is performed by recapitulation of

teaching materials, so it is taken 16 pieces of topic with 3 aspect, i.e.,

knowledge (C1), comprehension (C2) and application (C3). Test data are

presented in Table 3.
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Table 3. Test data

Aspect

Topics Variable C1 C2 C3 

1 X1 614 767 326 1707

2 X2 357 598 336 1291

3 X3 616 625 793 2034

4 X4 475 406 398 1278

5 X5 385 376 510 1271

6 X6 555 754 550 1859

7 X7 700 471 385 1556

8 X8 301 613 444 1358

9 X9 633 506 316 1454

10 X10 634 506 550 1689

11 X11 730 415 368 1513

12 X12 579 242 323 1144

13 X13 325 458 442 1225

14 X14 343 435 410 1279

15 X15 280 155 472 907

16 X16 333 532 319 1184

 7951 7859 6942 22752

6. Result and Discussion

Based on the data in Table 3, the replacement of all parameter values

in equations (9) to (23) provides 1 objective function and 139 linear

constraints. Due to all the variables must be integers, the prepared model is

an integer linear programming (ILP). To solve ILP model by application of

LINDO 6.1 packages, we have to follow:
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LP OPTIMUM FOUND AT STEP 45

OBJECTIVE VALUE = 32.4264412

SET X111 TO <= 0 AT1, BND= 23.00 TWIN=-0.1000E+3182

NEW INTEGER SOLUTION OF 23.0000038 AT BRANCH 1 PIVOT 82

BOUND ON OPTIMUM:  23.00000

DELETE X111 AT LEVEL 1

ENUMERATION COMPLETE. BRANCHES = 1 PIVOTS = 82

LAST INTEGER SOLUTION IS THE BEST FOUND

RE-INSTALLING BEST SOLUTION...

OBJECTIVE FUNCTION VALUE

(1) Z = 23.00000

VARIABLE VALUE REDUCED COST VARIABLE VALUE REDUCED COST

X11 1.000000 –1.000000 X91 1.000000 –1.000000

X12 1.000000 –1.000000 X92 1.000000 –1.000000

X13 0.000000 –1.000000 X93 0.000000 –1.000000

X21 0.000000 –1.000000 X101 1.000000 –1.000000

X22 1.000000 –1.000000 X102 0.000000 –1.000000

X23 0.000000 –1.000000 X103 0.000000 –1.000000

X31 1.000000 –1.000000 X111 1.000000 –1.000000

X32 1.000000 –1.000000 X112 0.000000 –1.000000

X33 1.000000 –1.000000 X113 0.000000 –1.000000

X41 1.000000 –1.000000 X121 1.000000 –1.000000

X42 0.000000 –1.000000 X122 0.000000 –1.000000

X43 0.000000 –1.000000 X123 0.000000 –1.000000

X51 0.000000 –1.000000 X131 0.000000 –1.000000

X52 0.000000 –1.000000 X132 1.000000 –1.000000

X53 1.000000 –1.000000 X133 0.000000 –1.000000

X61 1.000000 –1.000000 X141 0.000000 –1.000000

X62 1.000000 –1.000000 X142 0.000000 –1.000000

X63 0.000000 –1.000000 X143 1.000000 –1.000000

X71 1.000000 –1.000000 X151 1.000000 –1.000000

X72 1.000000 –1.000000 X152 0.000000 –1.000000

X73 0.000000 –1.000000 X153 0.000000 –1.000000

X81 0.000000 –1.000000 X161 0.000000 –1.000000

X82 1.000000 –1.000000 X162 1.000000 –1.000000

X83 1.000000 –1.000000 X163 0.000000 –1.000000
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Based on the output of calculation, the value of the objective function

is  .23Z  It means that the maximum number of items mastered by the

students is 23 out of 48 items or 47.92%. It shows that it has not yet reached

the national completeness criteria, which is at least 75% [33, 34]. Therefore,

learning can be improved on the location of the variable 0 to obtain

maximum learning outcomes.

7. Conclusion

Learning outcomes is an essential unsure to determine the quality of

learning by student. The completeness of learning is one of essential unsure

to measure learning outcomes. We developed an integer linear programming

model in order to detect the maximum of students’ mathematical learning
outcomes. The model could be used to solve the problem of learning

outcomes in education.

Acknowledgement

The authors thank the anonymous referees for their valuable suggestions

and comments.

References

[1] G. B. Danzing and M. N. Thapa, Linear Programming, Springer, 1997.

[2] D. G. Luenberger and Y. Ye, Linear and Nonlinear Programming, 3rd ed.,

Springer, 2008.

[3] A. A. Anwar and A. S. Bahaj, Student project allocation using integer

programming, IEEE Transactions on Education 46(3) (2003), 53-59.

[4] S. Daskalaki, T. Birbas and E. Housos, An integer programming formulation for a

case study in university timetabling, European J. Oper. Res. 153 (2004), 117-135.

[5] S. Ribic and S. Konjicija, Two phase integer linear programming approach to

solving the school timetable problem, Proceedings of the ITI 2010 32nd Int. Conf.

on Information Technology Interfaces, Cavtat, Croatia, June 21-24, 2010, pp. 1-5.



Integer Linear Programming Approach for Detection Learning … 107

[6] I. Hutomo, Implementation of integer linear programming algorithm for room

scheduling information systems, Journal of Information Systems 7(I) (2011),

26-33.

[7] A. K. Junoh, W. Z. A. W. Muhamad, M. S. Abu, M. S. Jusoh and A. M. Desa,

Classification of Examination Marks According to Bloom’s Taxonomy by Using

Binary Linear Programming, IACSIT Press, Singapore, IPCSIT, Vol. 36, 2012,

pp. 20-25.

 [8] N. A. Aizam and T. Sithamparam, General basic 0-1 integer programming

model for timetabling problems, Malaysian Journal of Mathematical Sciences

10 (2016), 143-154.

[9] H. Tambunan, Mathematical model for mapping students cognitive capability,

International Journal of Evaluation and Research in Education 5(3) (2016),

221-226.

[10] UNESCO, Education for All, UNESCO Publishing, 2015, pp. 1-300.

[11] UNICEF, Defining Quality in Education, A Paper Presented by UNICEF at the

Meeting of The International Working Group on Education Florence, 2000,

pp. 1-43.

[12] L. Goe and L. M. Stickler, Teacher Quality and Student Achievement: Making the

Most of Recent Research, National Comprehensive Center for Teacher Quality,

Washington, DC 20036-4632, 2008, pp. 1-26. Retrieved from

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED520769.pdf.

[13] E. A. Bonney, D. F. Amoah, S. A. Micah, C. Ahiamenyo and M. B. Lemaire, The

relationship between the quality of teachers and pupils academic performance

in the STMA Junior High Schools of the Western Region of Ghana, Journal of

Education and Practice 6(24) (2015), 139-150.

[14] R. Kaufman and S. Thomas, Evaluation without Fear, New York, New

Viewpoints, 1980.

[15] Gronlund and Linn, Measurement and Evaluating Teaching, 6th ed., Macmillan

Publishing Company, New York, 1985.

[16] A. H. Land and A. G. Doig, An automatic method of solving discrete

programming problems, Econometrica 28(3) (1960), 497-520.

doi:10.2307/1910129.

[17] R. J. Dakin, A tree-search algorithm for mixed integer programming problems,

Computer Journal 8 (1965), 250-255.



Hardi Tambunan and Herman Mawengkang108

[18] B. A. Murtagh and M. A. Saunders, Large-scale linearly constrained optimization,

Math. Program. 14 (1978), 41-72.

[19] O. K. Gupta and V. Ravindran, Branch and bound experiments in convex

nonlinear integer programming, Management Science 31 (1985), 1533-1546.

[20] R. E. Gomory, Outline of an algorithm for integer solutions to linear programs,

Bulletin of the American Society 64 (1958), 275-278.

[21] H. Tambunan and H. Mawengkang, Mixed integer programming model for open

vehicle routing problem with fleet and driver scheduling considering delivery and

pick-up simultaneously, International Journal on Recent and Innovation Trends in

Computing and Communication 3(9) (2015), 5508-5513.

[22] H. Tambunan and H. Mawengkang, Solving mixed integer non-linear

programming using active constraint, Glob. J. Pure Appl. Math. 13(7) (2016),

2965-2973.

[23] H. Tambunan, Designing multimedia learning for solving linear programming,

Glob. J. Pure Appl. Math. 12(6) (2017), 5265-5281.

[24] Ristekdikti, Paradigm of Learning Achievement, 2015, pp. 1-10.

[25] P. Watson, The role and integration of learning outcomes into the educational

process, Active Learning in Higher Education 3(3) (2002), 205-219.

[26] L. Peters, Learning outcomes and information literacy, University of Wales,

Newport, SCONUL, 2004, pp. 1-70. Retrieved from

http://www.sconul.ac.uk/sites/default files /documents/outcomes.pdf.

[27] A. Lizzio, K. Wilson and R. Simons, University students perceptions of

the learning environment and academic outcomes: implications for theory and

practice, Studies in Higher Education 27(1) (2002), 27-50.

[28] I. Scott, The learning outcome in higher education: time to think again?

Worcester Journal of Learning and Teaching 5 (2011), 1-8. Retrieved from

http://eprints.worc.ac.uk/1241/1/WJLTIssue5PersonalperspectivesI Scott.pdf.

[29] L. Mundia, Assessment of GenNEXT Learning outcomes at the University of

Brunei Darussalam: a qualitative review of selected opportunities, benefits and

challenges in human resource development, Journal of International Education

and Leadership 2(3) (2012), 1-21. Retrieved from http://www.jielusa.org/.

[30] B. Bloom, Taxonomy of Educational Objectives, the Classification of Educational

Goals, Susan Fauer Company Inc, 1956.



Integer Linear Programming Approach for Detection Learning … 109

[31] L. W. Anderson and L. Sosniak, Blooms Taxonomi: A Forty Year Retrospective,

University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1994.

[32] The Regulation of Indonesian Government No. 22, Standard Process of

Elementary and Secondary Education, 2016, pp. 1-15.

[33] National Agency of Education Standard, Guide Curriculum Education Unit Level

Elementary and Secondary Education, 2006, pp. 1-23.

[34] A. Sudrajat, The criteria of minimum completeness, 2008, pp. 1-3. Retrieved from

https://akhmadsudrajatfiles.wordpress.com


